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Year 7 Learning 

Challenges! 
 

What are Learning Challenges? 

 

Learning Challenges give Year 7 students the opportunity to practice and improve a range of thinking skills.  

Developing these skills will help you in all of your lessons. 

These skills are called Personalised Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTS) and information about each skill is 

found in your homework planner. They are:-  

 

- Team work 

- Participation 

- Self management 

- Enquiry 

- Reflection 

- Creativity  

 

When do I complete the Learning Challenges? 

 

If you look on your homework timetable you will find that there is time set aside for you to work on the 

challenges. You can work on some of the challenges in your own time but some of them give dates when you 

should be completing them for your teacher. 

 

There are rewards for each challenge completed! Earn points for your house! 

 

Where can I get help with the Learning Challenges? 

 

You can ask the teachers for the subject setting the challenge. The LRC contains lots of useful books and 

resources; just ask the librarians if you are not sure where to start. You can also ask Mrs Dawes or Mr Jones 

who can give you some advice and guidance.  

 

What do I do when I have completed a challenge? 

 

When you have completed a learning challenge hand the work in to your subject teacher and ask them to 

initial your challenge record sheet in your homework diary. 

When you have completed two of the challenges for this year bring take your record sheet to Mrs Dawes to 

gain your extra rewards. 

 

Keep completing the challenges and claim further rewards from Mrs Dawes.  
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CHALLENGE 1 

Self-Management and Enquiry 

The Reading Challenge! 
(Awards given by the English Faculty) 

 

Your English teacher will talk to you about this challenge in more detail. By taking part in this 

challenge you are showing us that you are able to make time for reading and to keep developing 

reading skills. You will show us how you are making a real attempt to read more, to find out about 

types of books and to have a go at reading something different. 

 

October 2010  - Greatest number of fiction pages read since September 1st. 

 

December 2010 - Greatest number of non-fiction books read since September 1st. 

 

February 2011 - Greatest number of books read from different genres since September 1st. 

 

May 2011   - Most challenging novel read since September 1st. 

 

July 2011   - Most improved reader since year 6. 
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CHALLENGE 2 

Creativity and enquiry 

The History Challenge! 
 

 

Donõt forget -  

 

¶ It must be completed as homework over the 

next 4 weeks. 

   

¶ You could ask your History teacher who will give 

you lots of ideas to get started. 

 

¶ This work links directly to the topics that you are 

studying in History this term.   

 

¶ This is an opportunity for you to be creative! 

 

 

Think about the work you are doing at the moment in History.  

Your Artwork could be:- 

 

¶ A Model (no bigger than A4) 

¶ A Collage 

¶ A Mosaic 

¶ A Mask 

¶ A Picture (by hand or using the 

computer) 

¶ A Poster 

¶ A Painting 

¶ A Tapestry 

 

 

 

 

You must hand your work in by 10th December to your History Teacher. 

Donõt forget your name must be put on your work. 

 
 

 

 

 

. 
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CHALLENGE 3 

 

Creativity and Team working  

The Maths Challenge! 
 

These are team challenges! 
 

This challenge will start in January. The project can be done in teams of no more than 4 students. 

Below is a list of 5 things that the students can choose.  With each topic the team will be required to 

present their project to the rest of their class for assessment. 

 

Project 1 - Draw a Cartoon 

 

a. The comic strip must demonstrate or explain a mathematical concept or idea.   

b. It must be between 6 and 9 panels. 

c. It should try and include things like humour, drama etc. 

d. It should have clearly drawn characters or be designed on a computer. 

 

An example is below. 

 
 

Project 2 -  Performing a Demonstration 

 

a. The performance must demonstrate or explain a mathematical concept or idea.   

b. It must use a prop, such as a model, object or product 

c. It should last no longer than 10 mins. 

 

An example would be to build a model of a mathematical game and demonstrate how to play. 

 

Project 3 - Report on a Mathematician  

 

a. The report must contain 
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i. A picture or likeness. 

ii. Year and place of birth. 

iii. Major mathematical discoveries 

iv. The effect that their discoveries have had on modern society 

 

b. It must be clear and easy to read. 

 

c. It should show references as to where the student has found the information 

 

Examples of some mathematicians are Al-Khwarizmi, Newton, Gauss, Euler, Descartes, Pythagoras 

and Turing. 

 

Project 4 - Creating a puzzle 

 

a. The puzzle should be of the crossword 

type. 

b. It should be clues to mathematics or 

mathematical words or questions which 

give number answers. 

c. It must contain at least 25 clues and 

answer pairs. 

d. A solution must be produced. 

                                                              

      

N.B. Puzzle and crossword makers can be found 

on the internet via a web search. 

 

 

Project 5 - Sing a Song 

 

a. You must produce a song with at least 3 verses. 

b. You must produce a song sheet with the lyrics that 

explain the mathematics. 

c. It can be presented live or recorded to be played in 

the lesson. 

d. It must be no longer than 5 minutes long. 

e. It could be a parody of an existing song using the 

same melody. 

 

Examples can be found on the internet (YouTube etc.). 
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CHALLENGE 4 

Enquiry and Self-Management 
The Languages Challenge! 

 

You should complete this challenge using the language that you are learning at school. You will use 

research skills to choose your information and practice managing a big piece of work over 6 weeks 

rather than doing it in a rush at the end. When you are ready to start this challenge collect a 

challenge booklet from your French, Spanish or German teacher.  

 

 

In this Learning Challenge you are required to: 

 

¶ Complete some personal information IN FRENCH/ SPANISH or GERMAN about yourself (front 

cover) to practise the vocabulary you  have learnt this year. 

 

¶ Complete 5 investigations in English:  

 

1. Facts about France / Spain or Germany 

2. Famous French/ Spanish or German people 

3. Useful English ðFrench/ Spanish or German  words 

4. Random French-English, Spanish or German  words 

5. A French, Spanish of German Festival  

 

¶ A diary extract telling us what you think IN ENGLISH about the investigations you have made. 

 

¶ This challenge should take at least 6 weeks to complete 
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CHALLENGE 5 

Team-Working  

The PE Get Active Challenge! 
 

Improve your health, fitness and activity levelsé 

 

Donõt forget: it will be completed in May  

 

- You can ask your PE teacher who can give you help 

to get started (if needed) 

- This project links in with the work you are doing this 

year in PE 

- This is an opportunity to be active, improve your 

knowledge and be creative all at the same time! 

- The main aim of this project, is for you to work with somebody to produce the work 

You must provide one Task 1 each ðbut working together 

You must provide one Task 2 between you 

 

 

For this project, you will need to carry out 2 tasks: 

 

 

1. Create a personal profile (by DVD, poster or diary) of your current activity and lifestyle 

patterns 

 

2. Design a leaflet or poster that encourages young people to be healthy and get active and 

involved in sport and exercise 

 

Your PE teacher will give you more information about this challenge in the Summer term.   
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 Rewards for your 

Learning Challenges! 

 

 

Name:                                                                              Tutor group: 

 

Challenges that you 

have completed 

Get your teacher to sign that it has been 

done 

Claim your additional rewards from Mrs 

Dawes  

 

The Reading Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maths Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Languages 

Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PE Challenge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


